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itself steadily in the hearts of the people by the device of a national school system.
Nothing would be easier than to cite passages from the pastoral letters and the minutes of Church Congresses, or to adduce typical instances of active ecclesiastical pressure, condemning and combating the school laws of successive Republican governments. When Mgr. Freppel, Bishop of Angers, was not addressing circulars to his flock characterizing the French National Fete of July 14 as the " anniversary of one of the most odious massacres of which French history preserves the memory/' he was contesting inch by inch in the Chamber the ground on which the Republic was seeking to rear the national free school. Referring to the law on primary instruction, another prelate, this time an Archbishop, Mgr. de Cambrai, described that measure as having been " more dangerous for France than the war of 1870 and than the loss of her two provinces/' adding that if the system lasted ten years France would be " rotten to the core, struck from the rank of civilized nations/' M. de Cambrai's prophecy has not yet been fulfilled. He went on to " preach a new crusade against the barbarians, who had made a pedestal of the word liberty, and who were now confiscating every liberty. Let the Catholics hold themselves in readiness, let all Conservatives band themselves together to the cry of ' Dieuleveut.' " Still another prelate, in his pastoral letter, said: " In all the districts where the pernicious scheme of removing the schools from the influence of the Church may be formed and carried out, it will be rigorously incumbent upon the Church to inform the faithful that they cannot conscientiously allow their children to frequent those schools." In 1885 the International Catholic Congress of Lyons declared: "It would be in vain to seek in the State the right, the competence, or the mission, without which no one should be allowed to teach. Hence the practical impossibility of admitting the organization of a corps of teachers deriving its mission,